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New Group Forms to Oppose Forever Tax

SAINT JOSEPH -- A new St. Joseph organization is forming to oppose the two new St. Joseph
School District property taxes that will appear on the November ballot.

“As a member of the school board, | saw firsthand the waste that exists in their budget. | find it
shameful that they would rather take hard earned money away from the taxpayers than cut
back on empty buildings and wasteful spending,” said Eric Bruder, former school board
member. “The fact that the district could not find $6 million dollars to save in a $135 million
dollar budget is astounding. In fact, they actually increased their spending by another one
million dollars.”

Former educator and current small business owner and entrepreneur Chris Green will serve as
treasurer of the campaign group, named Supporters of a Better SUSD. “As a teacher | saw how
the SUSD operates. Whenever money gets tight, they threaten us with cuts to programs for
teachers and students, instead of trimming the fat from the administration’s budget,” said
Green. “As a small business owner, this huge tax increase will not only hurt me but it will also
hurt the poorest among us, those struggling to get by when rent goes up.”

The $11.5 million dollar property tax increase will be the largest in St. Joseph history. The group
will educate voters to defeat this tax increase in order to force the district to offer a real solution
that isn’t based around needlessly spending money.

“The history of the School District’s financial mismanagement became public and led to the

. district losing the $6.3 million tax levy in 2015,” said former School Board Member Chris
Danford. “The district needs to propose a responsibie fuhding plan that includes a sunset.
Forcing through this large of a tax increase and telling us it has to last forever shows that they
are very out of touch with the residents and voters in the St. Joseph School District.”

All three opponents agreed, it’s time for the St. Joseph School District to put together a real
plan that looks for ways to save money and make the district better, not just spend more
money without any changes.



